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The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on February 8, 1910, and in that year Scouting came to Arizona. 
According to National Council records, E. P. Cole of Whipple Barracks, Prescott and Clarence R. Craig of 
Phoenix became our first commissioned Scoutmasters. On June 15, 1916, the Boy Scouts of America was chartered 
by Congress and in the same year the first council in Arizona was chartered and located in Prescott. 
 
On April 26, 1921, a meeting was held at the Coffee Cup Cafe in Mesa and Arizona’s second Scout Council was 
organized by a group of community, civic and religious leaders, and was named Apache Council. 
 
About the same time, a similar group met and formed the Phoenix Council. On September 16, 1921, a meeting was 
called to order at 8PM in the Tempe National Bank Building and the two Councils agreed to consolidate into one. On 
December 10, 1921, a charter was granted and the Theodore Roosevelt Council was born. Later, in 1993, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Council and Grand Canyon Council consolidated to become Grand Canyon Council. 

 

From: Camp Geronimo Leaders Almanac 

 

History of the Heard Scout 

Pueblo  

Heard Scout Pueblo is named for 

the Heard family, who donated the 

property to Boy Scouts in the late 

1920`s. At the time, the Heards were 

the publishers of the Arizona 

Republic newspaper. They had also 

begun their collection of native 

Southwestern artifacts, which 

evolved into the Heard museum, 

housed in their home near Central Avenue in Phoenix.  

 

History of Camp Geronimo 

 Records are vague, but it seems the first summer camp was in 1921, at Iron’s Ranch, near Superior. Then evidently 
it was moved to where the Payson-Pine Highway crosses the East Verde River. Donald H. Biery was Camp Director. 

 
 By 1922, the name Camp Geronimo became official and the camp 
was moved to Hewitt Station, Magma, Arizona and was attended by 
seventy-five Scouts. 
 
In 1923, Camp Geronimo had one hundred eighty-six Scouts and was 
located at Groom Creek, near Prescott. During the summer of 1924, 
Camp Geronimo had found a permanent location on Tonto Creek. In 
1931, the Council purchased a bus to drive Scouts to camp and 
started a building program. During the winter of 1932, the Horton 
Creek Fish Hatchery was destroyed by snow and the salvage was 
sold to Geronimo for one dollar and was rebuilt into a dining hall. 
 
 In 1934, a proposal was made to change the camp’s name to Camp 
Franklin Roosevelt. The proposal was not accepted. Geronimo was 
attended by four hundred and four Scouts that summer. 



 
The camp bus was traded in 1936 for lumber to continue building the camp, and in 1937 a pool was built. The camp 
continued to operate at that location during the war years. In 1954, a Camp Development Committee was appointed 
to investigate a new site for Geronimo. The Kohl’s Ranch area was becoming a popular place to escape the summer 
heat and a less crowded location was needed. 
 
In 1956, the current Camp Geronimo opened at the historic Spade Ranch on nearly 200 acres of forest and meadow, 
surrounded by over 5,000 acres of Ponderosa Pine in the Webber Creek Watershed. Scouts and Scouters have 
camped and hiked the trails of the Spade Ranch and have carried on the great traditions established for over 50 
years. 
 
A wonderful adventure awaits you and your Scouts as you experience the challenge and mystique of Geronimo, the 
best camp in the west. 
 
From: Camp Geronimo Leaders Almanac 
 

History of Camp Raymond 
 

 
Dr. R. O. Raymond, one of the early physicians in 
the Flagstaff community and founder of the 
Raymond Educational Foundation, and many other 
community leaders had the vision to develop a 
permanent summer camp for the Scouts of 
Northern Arizona. From 1943 to 1963 the Scouts 
held summer camp at various locations such as 
Buck Springs and Los Burros. 
 
In 1963, after years of work, a committee 
comprised of Dr. Martin Fronske, Mr. William 
Preston and Dr. Jay Hunt located a site for the 
camp on the rim of Sycamore Canyon. In April 

1964 a contract was signed with the Raymond Foundation to buy 160 acres at $200 an acre. As soon as the sale was 
final, a Camp Development Committee was formed under Mr. Preston's leadership. The primary concern in 1964 was 
the water supply and sanitation facilities. Scouters worked quickly to make the camp ready for the summer of 1964. 
 
In its early years, Raymond was built by the many donations of materials and man-hours by volunteer Scouters, the 
Navajo Army Depot, National Guard and Marine Corps Reserve Engineering Company. 
 
Innovative ways were used to help pay off the mortgage. On May 2, 1964, a Conservation Camporee was held with 
entertainment provided by actor Andy Devine. A few years later the Flagstaff Optimist Club raffled a new Cadillac and 
the Prescott Junior Chamber of Commerce ran a similar project to help pay for Raymond. In 1970 the Flagstaff 
Optimist Club repeated the project and the payment of the mortgage was completed. 
 
Arizona Public Service employees won that car and donated its value back to the summer camp improvement 
program. 
 
In 1970, campsite "deeds" were "sold". Donors purchased a tent site or entire campsite. Once again, enthusiasm for 
a permanent camp was running high. In 1974, with the help of over fifty volunteers from Flagstaff and Northern 
Arizona University, a permanent ranger house was built and the Quartermaster-Trading Post building was also 
constructed. Over the years, many improvements to program areas, water lines, campfire circle, fencing, lake, and 
boat house were made. In 1988, Northern Arizona University built the Handicraft Ramada, a handicap shower facility, 
and in 1990 pool and shower facilities were added. 
 
In 1993, new improvements were made. A phone line was installed, the headquarters building was refurbished and 
the kitchen facility was improved to facilitate food service. Construction of the Kieckhefer Lodge was completed in 
1996. In 2001, the pool was resurfaced, the north shower was built, and the Kitchen/Trading Post was refurbished. In 
2004 we added a new NRA Shooting Range facility. 
 
A Capital Campaign in 2008 resulted in funds being raised to begin Construction of a new Dining Hall, installation of 
new water lines, reconstruction of the lake and other camp improvements. 
 



From: Camp Raymond Leaders Almanac 
 

History of the R-C Ranch 

In days of old when men were bold, there existed a heaven on earth known as the R-C Scout Ranches. It was 
originally manned by Explorer Scouts that paid fifteen dollars to the Council for the privilege of working all summer at 
the three ranches. 

Boy Scouting in Arizona has a long 
history in the area around the R-C Scout 
Ranch. In 1931, the Roosevelt Council 
held an option to purchase Kohl’s 
Ranch, about 5 miles east of R–C, but 
the option was not taken up. 

In December of 1939, the Council 
sponsored a mountain lion hunt in the 
area. The hunt was lead by Edd Haught, 
who became the first Ranch Foreman 
(Ranger) at the R–C Scout Ranch in 
1945. 

In 1944, the initial campaign to raise 
funds to purchase the R–C Scout 
Ranches was begun, with the purchase 
of the three properties completed in 
1945. Final land transfer was not 
completed until 1954, due to the 

property being purchased as an active Homestead. 

The property now known as R–C Scout Ranch was R–C Ranch #1 and is located five miles east of Kohl’s Ranch. R–
C Ranch #2 was located about 5 miles south east of R-C Ranch #1 along what is now highway 260. R–C Ranch #3 
was located five miles east of R-C Ranch #2 on the Chamberlin Trail (road). 

In these years, the entire area was very remote. The principal highway was narrow, two-lane and unpaved, not 
dissimilar to the poorer sections of today’s Control Road west of Tonto Village. The trip from Phoenix was a full day 
and sometimes longer. In 1947, R-C staff members were transported from Phoenix to Camp Geronimo via bus 
provided by Sun Valley Bus Lines. The bus had wooden spoke wheels and the bus top was canvas. The trip started 
at Scout Headquarters at 8:00 AM; lunched at Sun Flower and arrived at Camp Geronimo at 4:00 PM. 
 
Immediately after the purchase was complete, work began on developing R–C Scout Ranch #1 as the principal 
property. The intent was to have R–C Ranch #1 serve as a supply source for the nearby Camp Geronimo. The 
location of Camp Geronimo was across the dirt road (260) from Kohl’s Ranch for many years  
 
A council-operated sawmill on R–C Ranch #3 cut over 50,000 board feet of lumber in 1945 to furnish materials for 
new construction at R–C Ranch #1. Over the next two years, this lumber and much more was used in the 
construction of a ranch foreman’s house, a cow barn, horse barn, machinery shed and fencing.  
 
In the next few years, additional buildings were added. These included a chicken house, a dining hall and the Kiwanis 
cabin. 
 
The Roosevelt Council President for 1946 and 1947 was C. E. Van Ness. In 1946, construction of a Scouter`s lodge 
was begun with funding provided by Mr. Van Ness. In 1947, the Council Board of Directors voted to rename the 
building as the Van Ness Lodge. 
 
The lodge was constructed of native stone and large Ponderosa pine logs cut by the Civil Conservation Corps at 
Indian Gardens, west of Kohl’s Ranch. The lodge remains today one of the property’s premier buildings, and qualifies 
as a “historic building” due to the source of materials and type of construction. 
 



The name of R-C Scout Ranch #2 was changed to Camp Wipala Wiki in the early to mid 1970’s. This property was 
then sold to a private developer in 1983. It is now known as the Hunter Creek Ranch properties.  
 
R-C Ranch #3 was sold in 1969 and the monies from the sale were used to purchase the Whiting Scouting 
Reservation in 1970. 
 
Many of the R–C Scout Ranch buildings constructed in the late 1940’s are still in use. The large barns now serve as 
maintenance and storage facilities.  
 
The two smaller buildings on the west side of the current pasture area along Christopher Creek are among the 
original buildings. The larger building to the south was originally built as a cow barn and has served as a horse stable 
for over 25 years. The smaller building to the north has been recently renovated and equipped with picnic tables. 
 
This building originally served as a slaughter house for the ranch cattle. For several years, R–C Scout Ranch 
provided beef each week to the nearby Camp Geronimo. Similarly, chickens were raised and supplied for the 
campers. The Council had several hundred head of beef grazing between the three ranches. This herd was 
managed, branded, slaughtered and butchered by Explorer Scouts. “R-C” (R and C connected by the bar) is, in fact, 
a registered brand in Arizona and was used on the cattle. “R-C” is the cowboy way of saying Roosevelt Council, the 
name of the Council at the time of the Scout Ranch’s establishment. 
 
The chicken house is no longer in existence, but the foundations can be seen to the east of the current ranger’s 
house. 
 
The foundation of the original dining hall can also be seen in campsite 6, where they serve as a camp fire site and an 
excellent place to gather after dark. 
 
The foreman’s original house only remains in memories. Its foundation is on the south side of Christopher Creek. Edd 
Haught’s daughter used to tell the story about how her mother had to clean snow off the top of the wood stove in 
order to build a fire for cooking breakfast. 

The ranger during these early years was Edd Haught, pronounced “Haw-tt”. The Haught family were among the 
earliest residents of the area, and were famed as hunters. Edd Haught’s father, Babe, was especially known for his 
pack of bear-hunting dogs. He was also known as the “Bear Man” and was the reason that the author Zane Grey 
came into the area. (A sideline note: the original first cabin used by Zane Grey still stands today, and is owned by a 
Scouting family. It is the old metal roofed home on the north side of the road at the east entrance of Tonto Village. - 
the original home was burned during the Dude Fire in the early 1990`s) 
 
There are many stories of the elder Haught during the 1920’s. During this time, he was contracted by the author Zane 
Grey to construct a cabin under the Mogollon Rim. The cabin provided the remoteness that Grey required to write his 
novels and stories. The area from Payson to Oak Creek Canyon to Flagstaff and east was the locale of many of 
Grey’s most popular books. After the cabin’s construction, Haught and his five sons contracted to Grey for many 
hunting and camping trips throughout northern Arizona. 
 
One of those sons was Edd. Edd Haught spent many years supporting Scouting before becoming R–C Scout Ranch 
Ranger in 1945. He served until his accidental death in 1952. In 1954, a stone memorial with bronze plague was 
dedicated to Edd Haught and constructed near the entrance to R–C Scout Ranch. That memorial is often the first 
thing a visitor sees when entering the camp. 
 
The Council joined with the American Cancer Society of Arizona in 1987 to adapt R–C Scout Ranch for use by 
children with cancer during the month of July. 
 
Called Camp Sunrise, the month of July sees many children enjoying themselves in the pine trees. Because of their 
illness, any of these children would not be able to have a camping experience anywhere else. 

Over the succeeding years, the American Cancer Society has assisted greatly in the development of R–C Scout 
Ranch. The Anne N. Forsman Dining Hall and Camp Sunrise Cabins were dedicated on July 15, 1989 with Erma 
Bombeck in attendance. She and her husband donated, through the American Cancer Society, the cost of building 
Sleeper Cabin #4. The Anne Forsman Foundation provided all the funds for building the dining hall and the separate 
rest room building. The Directors Cabin, Kevin’s Lodge and the first six sleeper cabins were all built with funds 
provided by the American Cancer Society. They also provided the funds for the construction of the well house and the 
new 4” water line that goes from the well to the dining hall 



 
Additional multi-bunk cabins have been built, including one in 2003 and another in 2004. The American Cancer 
Society completed an excellent health lodge, named Kevin’s Lodge, in 2002. This cabin was built and donated by a 
valley contractor in memory of one their employees that succumbed to cancer. 

From: www.grandcanyonbsa.org  

 


